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... (signatory countries are) Convinced that the family,
as the fundamental group of society and the natural
environment for the growth and well-being of all its

members and particularly children, should be afforded

the necessary protection and assistance so that it can
fully assume its responsibilities within the community,

Recognizing that the child, for the full and harmonious

development of his or her personality, should grow up in

a family environment, in an atmosphere of happiness,

love and understanding, ...

The United Nations, Convention on the Rights
of the Child, 1989

Bridging the Gap: Tuition Assistance Scholarships Household Status Gountry of Origin - Parents
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One of the main tools for helping financially struggling families is a tuition subsidy in form of a scholarship. The scholarships are
granted to us as part of the funding of the "Early Childhood Framework" program, a government decision 2487 to strengthen support
and care services for infants and toddlers of those without status in Israel.
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The scholarship helps keeps the child in an appropriate educational framework, which in turn allows the parent to work and support the
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22% of Infants and Toddlers in Unitaf live in poverty
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Tuition Assistance Scholarships Process

In order to receive financial assistance, the family’s needs and circumstances are examined and
monitored monthly by both the scholarship committee and the social worker of the particular
educational framework. The scholarship committee includes a social work team, the department
head, and, if necessary, additional input of the educational staff in the framework. The committee
examines the family’s ability to pay the tuition fee, the resources at their disposal, and cooperation in
the treatment process.

There are many circumstances that cause economic difficulties. We gathered the stories of the
families and divided the circumstances into three groups:

@ Economic: Examines job instability and single income homes.

,{ Child Welfare: families with special needs, health problems, or other disabilities that make it
€2 difficult to care for the child.
o O

M Psycho-social Status: Describes parents who are HIV +, human trafficking survivors, suffer
from mental health issues, have an existing medical issue or disability, or households who
suffer from domestic violence.

It is important to note that many of these circumstances are not mutually
exclusive, and oftentimes go hand in hand.

For example, a parent suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder (psycho-social
cause) will find it difficult to maintain a permanent job (economic cause).
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Average Amount of Scholarships per Family
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The average number of
scholarships increased
throughout the year.

Each month, the number of
families receiving
scholarships continue to
grow.
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o O
M Psycho-social Status

o

This data group represents mothers and fathers who, due to
severe difficulties, are unable to maintain a job or support the
household. These include disability, chronic illness, and mental
or cognitive impairment. Since these families do not have any
other support framework, such as Social Security, disability
benefits, or extended family, the burden of caring for the family
falls on a single parent who is responsible to both support his
children and take care of the spouse.

The data shows that mental and
physical health are the main
reasons for economic difficulties.

The National Health Law does not apply
to asylum seekers, and therefore they are
unable to access health services in the

community
* Physicians for Human Rights Report, 12.12.2018
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A War on Two Fronts:

* Services, Needs, and Gaps

With limited resources at our disposal, we make every effort to support these at-
risk families. However, our work is far from over. Our social workers provide
ongoing support throughout the year and raise additional donations and
resources for the families.

In the past year, our Social Work Division launched “Resilience Plan”, a program
aimed at recruiting professionals for Unitaf's volunteer base and expanding the
therapeutic services provided to families.

The difficulties and daily stresses are increasing, putting more parents and their
children in crisis. The Deposit Law, which imposes a huge fine on labor income,
still applies to most families and add additional economic burden. Any support at
Unitaf will help us reach more families and give more to those who need it most.
Help us reach them.

For more information, contact Ofira Ben Shlomo, CEO, at ofirab@unitaf.org
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https://www.phr.org.il/%D7%A9%D7%99%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%AA%D7%99-%D7%94%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%90%D7%95%D7%AA-%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%91%D7%A7%D7%A9%D7%99-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%A7%D7%9C%D7%98-%D7%AA%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%A0%D7%AA-%D7%9E/?pr=31

